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The adoption of the Regulation was a significant step forward to ensure all children 
within the EU will be able to grow up in a family setting or in community-based 
care. However other EU funds invested outside of the Union, such as the European 
Development Fund (EDF), the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI, 
Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA) and European Neighbourhood 
Instrument (ENI) can still be spent on institutional care, perpetuating the problem 
of institutionalisation of children. 

You will be aware that the European Ombudsman has opened an own-initiative 
inquiry into the respect of fundamental rights in the EU's Cohesion Policy, focusing 
on how the European Commission ensures that EU funding is used in ways to 
comply with the EU Charter on Fundamental Rights. Living in a family environment 
is indeed a key fundamental right of children. 

Therefore I urge you to make sure that the ex-ante conditionality on the transition 
from institutional to community based care is implemented immediately in all EU 
Member States and that a reliable and sufficient monitoring mechanism is put in 
place. 

Furthermore I urge you to engage the entire European Commission to work 
horizontally to ensure the necessary steps are taken to guarantee EU funds spent 
outside the Union are never used to support institutions, but only to support the 
transition from institutionalised care towards community-based care and poverty 
reduction mechanisms which help keep children in their families. 

Finally, the Commission can set an example and influence other major funders and 
donors, such as the World Bank and bilateral government donors, to jointly plan 
and implement change for children, ending institutionalisation, reinvesting funds in 
early childhood development, inclusive education and child protection services. 

I look forward to working with you to achieving these objectives, which are crucial 
for the wellbeing of children in Europe and worldwide. 
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